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The  Camborne- Redruth  Urban  District  Council. 


Medical  Officer’s  Report 

for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1944 


SECTION  A. 

STATISTICS. 

(i)  Area 

22,411  acres 

Population 

. • • ... 

34,670 

Number  of  inhabited  houses 

10,929 

Camborne 

4.294 

Redruth 

2,859 

Illogan 

2,428 

St.  Day  and  Tanner 

1,348 

Total 

10.929 

Rateable  value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^132,862 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £500 

(2)  Employment. 

The  Manager  of  the  Redruth  Exchange  reports : The  employment  population  in  the  Camborne- 
Redruth  area  during  the  year  1944  continued  to  be  satisfactory  and  the  demand  in  certain  skilled 
occupations  and  for  heavy  labourers  generally  exceeded  the  supply.  Except  fpr  a small  number 
of  men  who  had  been  certified  as  being  fit  only  for  work  of  a light  nature,  the  registers  consisted 
of  persons  who  were  changing  their  jobs  and  little  difficulty  was  experienced  in  placing  them  in 
fresh  employment  within  a few  days. 

In  regard  to  women,  the  demands  notified  resulted  in  placings  being  effected  as  soon  as  appli- 
cants became  available,  and  unemployment  was  negligible.  Even  in  cases  of  redundancy  many 
women  were  provided  with  new  jobs  before  the  date  of  termination  of  the  old  ones  had  been  reached, 
thus  obviating  unemployment. 

Juveniles  had  the  choice  of  many  jobs  and  very  few  had  cause  to  be  unemployed  beyond  a few 

days. 

UNEMPLOYMENT  IN  CAMBORNE  AND  REDRUTH  IN  1944. 

NOTE. — Statistics  are  available  for  four  quarterly  dates  only. 

(1)  Number  of  unemployed  persons  on  the  registers  at  Camboi'ne  and  Redruth 
Employment  Exchanges  at  four  quarterly  dates  in  1944. 


Date. 

Men 

aged 

18  years 
and  over. 

Boys 

under 

18  years. 

Women 

aged 

18  years 
and  over. 

Girls 

under 

18  years. 

Total.* 

1944 

17th  January  

34 

4 

•3 

41 

17th  April  

31 

1 

5 

6 

43 

17th  July  

50 

3 

7 

1 

6d 

16th  October  

64 

2 

12 

3 

81 

■ 

* Excluding  men  classified  as  unsuitable  for  ordinary  industrial  employment,  numbering 
18  at  17th  January,  17  at  17th  April,  19  at  17th  July,  and  15  at  16th  October. 
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Unemployment  by  Industries. 

No  industry  showed  important  numbers  unemploped  at  any  of  the  dates  in  1944  for  which 
figures  are  available.  At  16th  October  about  half  the  men  unemployed  were  classified  as  belonging 
to  the  building  and  public  works  contracting  industries. 


Unemployment  Percentage. 


The  avarage  percentage  unemployed  during  1944  among  insured  persons  was  insignificant  in 
the  country  as  a whole  and  at  Camborne  and  Eedruth. 


(3)  Poor  Law  Relief. 

Year— IQ35  1943 

Relief  in  kind  /1.668  ^977 

Relief  in  cash  £20,775  £ii-9i4 

Total  £22,443  £12,891 


IQ44 

£878 

£11,267 

£12,145 


Reviewing  the  amount  granted  in  relief  of  poverty  from  the  year  of  amalgamation,  1935,  until 
the  present  time,  one  is  pleased  to  observe  a steady  decline,  a decline  which  began  before  the  war 
years.  There  is  now  far  less  poverty  in  the  area  than  there  was  ten  years  ago. 


Relief  granted  during  the  years  1935  to  1944  is  here  shewn  : — 


1935—  £22.44.3 

1936 —  £22,026 
•'937— £20,845 
1938 — £20.153 


1939—  £20,724 

1940 —  £20,042 

1941—  £15.415 

1942—  £13.453 


194.3— £12,891 

1944— £12,145 


(4)  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Live  Births. 

1944 

1943 

1935 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Total. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

274 

261 

535 

594 

454 

Illegitimate 

24 

28 

52 

52 

20 

Total  live  births 

298 

289 

00 

64 ') 

474 

Still  Births. 

• 

' Legitimate 

II 

12 

23 

17 

15 

Illegitimate 

0 

2 

2 

I 

4 

Total 

II 

14 

25 

18 

19 

Birth  Rate.  (Live  births  per  1,000  mean 

annual  population) 

England  & Wale* 

For  the 

year— 1944 

1943 

1935 

1944 

16.9 

18.5 

I3-3 

17.6 

Still  Birth  Rate 

1944 

Englcind  & Wales  1944 

0.72 

0.50 

Deaths  of  Infants  under 

one  year  of  age. 

1944 

1943 

1935 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Total. 

Total, 

Legitimate 

II 

13 

24 

19 

33 

Illegitimate 

0 

0 

c 

0 

I 

Total 

II 

13 

24 

19 

34 
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Infiant  Mortality.  (Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo  iive^  births. ) 

148  Smaller  Towns 


Camborne-Redruth . 

England  & Wales. 

per  population 

25,000 — 50,000 

Year — 1935 

1943 

1944 

1944 

1944 

71.7 

29.4 

40.88 

46 

44 

Deaths  from  : 

all  Causes  ( excluding 

non-civilians) . 

Year — 

1935 

1943 

1944 

.327 

.310 

510 

(Males  225.  Females  284) 

Death  Rate.  (Deaths  per  1,000  estimated  average  population.) 

148  Smaller  Towns 

Camborne-Redruth  England  & Wales.  per  population 

25,000—50,000 

1935  1943  1944  1944  1944 

14.8  14.6  14-71  II-6  12.4 


Maternal  Mortality.  (Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  per  1,000  births,  live  and  still.) 

.T9.3,3  1943  1944 

6.0  3.0  1.6 

The  high  death  rate  in  the  area  is  explained  by  the  high  percentage  of  old  people  residing  here 
and  by  the  migration  of  many  young  adults  out  of  the  area. 

Number  of  persons  who.  at  death  in  the  year  iq44,  had  attained  the  age  of 


70  years  and  over 

Males. 

33 

Females, 

26 

Total. 

59 

75  i-ears  and  over 

24 

42 

66 

8 ) years  and  over 

17 

40 

57 

St  years  and  o^'er 

TO 

22 

32 

OD  years  and  over  , 

2 

6 

8 

95  years  and  over 

0 

I 

I 

too  years  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

86 

1.37 

223 

Of  100  men  who  died  during  the  year,  38  had  ..tamed  the  age  of  70  years  or  over. 


Of  100  women  who  died  during  the  year,  48  had  attained  the  age  of  70  years  or  over. 
The  principal  causes  of  death  in  the  area  in  ■ 


iqq.)  were  as  follow  ; — - 
Males  Females 


Total 


Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  organs 

13 

2 

15 

Tuberculosis  of  other  parts 

I 

I 

2 

Syphilis 

2 

0 

2 

Influenza 

5 

4 

9 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ..: 

I 

0 

I 

Diphtheria 

T 

0 

I 

Diarrhoea,  Child  under  2 years  of  age 

0 

I 

I 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

I 

I 

Cancer  ...  ...  ... 

33 

44 

77 

Diabetes 

I 

7 

8 

Heart  Disease 

76 

103 

179 

Diseases  of  the  Blood  Vessels 

19 

40 

59 

Bronchitis 

8 

6 

14 

Pneumonia  ...  ... 

8 

8 

t6 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

7 

0 

7 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

0 

2 

Appendicitis 

0 

2 

2 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

3 

8 

IT 

Nephritis  ...  ... 

3 

10 

13 

Puerperal  sepsis 

0 

0 

0 

6 
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Other  maternal  causes 
Premature  births 
Congenital  debility 
Suicide 
Road  traffic 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 

Total  ...  

226 


1 

2 
5 

3 
0 

5 

31 


284 


1 

4 

II 

4 

2 
II 

57 

510 


When  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  area  is  contrasted  with  the  number  of  deaths 
from  tuberculosis  during  the  past  ten  years,  deaths  from  cancer  are  observed  to  be  not  only  more 
numerous,  but  increasing  in  number,  whereas  deaths  from  tuberculosis  (all  forms)  are  less  numerous 
and  decreasing  in  number. 


The  actual  figures  are  here 


During  the  year 

1935 

1936 

From  cancer 

66 

53 

From  tuberculosis 
(all  forms) 

47 

41 

Deaths  by 

Year 
Road  Traffic 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

82 

73 

71 

65 

35 

28 

25 

31 

1937  1938  1940 

3 5 4 


1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

? 

69 

73 

77 

? 

26 

33 

17 

1942 

1943 

1944 

7 

7 

2 

100 

1935 

1956 

1957 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

90 

D 

eath: 

5 fro 

m Ci 

ince? 

> 

80 

i 

X 

70 

1 

■•v 

;• 

60 

9 

\ 

/ 

50 

\ 

</ 

9 

40 

X 

30 

’“nJ 

> 

\ 

20 

\ 

10 

Deat 

hs  f 

’om 

Pube 

rcul( 

)sis. 

• 

0 

Silicosis. 

The  Silicosis  Medical  Board  dealt  with  4;^  claims  during  the  year. 

The  number  Of  cases  arising  within  the  area  18 

Of  these  the  number  of  death  claims  was  a 

Number  of  cases  in  the  County  arising  outside  the  area  25 
Of  these  the  number  of  death  claims  was  4 

Cornish  Miners  returned  from  the  Rand  South  Africa,  disabled  by  Silicosis,  examined  during 
the  year. 

Resident  within  the  area  ...  ...  4 

Resident  outside  the  area  ...  6 

CAMBORNE-REDRUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

The  annual  number  of  deatlis  from  Cnncer  (upper  line)  compared  with  those  from  Tuberculosis 
(lower  line)  since  the  date  of  amalgamation  of  districts  in  1934. 
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SECTIOM  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

(1)  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authorityi. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — Charles  Rivers,  M.A.,  M.D.,  B.Sc.,  M.R.C.P. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector — C.  F.  Baxter,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Joint 

Board  as  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat 
and  other  Foods,  and  Certificate  of  Institute  of 
Hygiene . 

Meat  and  Food  Inspector — M.  Naim,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Institute  as  Sanitary  Inspector 

and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

Sanitary  Inspector — T.  R.  Wignall,  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  Joint  Board.’ 

also  Army  Certificate  of  Sanitation  and  Hygiene. 

Surveyor  and  Waterworks  Engineer — T.  F.  King,  Member  of  the  Institute  of  Municipal  and 

County  Engineers. 


(2)  Nursing. 

No  Health  Visitor,  Midwife  or  Special  Nurse  is  regularly  employed  by  the  Council. 

(3)  Laboratory  Facilities. 

Laboratory  service  previousljr  rendered  by  the  Redruth  Clinical  Laboratory  is  now  conducted 
in  the  Rivers  Pathological  Department  of  the  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’  and  General  Hospital, 
and  3,079  specimens  were  examined  during  the  year. 


(4)  Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  are  three  motor  ambulances  in  use  in  the  area  each  belonging  to  the  respective  division 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade.  County  Commissioner.  Lt.  Col.  W.  Blackwood,  D.S.O., 
M.B.E.,  Commander  of  the  Order,  Tregenna,  Camborne. 

Station.  Garage.  Officer  in  Charge 

Camborne — College  Street  Supt.  J.  Jory, 

Tel.  22.57  (Police.)  Mid  Centenary  Row.  Tel.  3215. 

Redruth— Basset  St.  Headquarters  Corps  Supt.  C.  C.  Pellow,  S.B. 

Tel.  159.  I,  Close  Hill. 

Illogan — Pool  Headquarters  Supt.  R.  Richards, 

Tel.  417.  loi,  Agar  Road,  Illogan. 


Patients  Removed 

Mile  tge. 

First  Aid  rendered. 

Road  Accidents. 

Camborne  Division 

279 

2984 

249 

12 

Illogan  Division 

205 

2845 

1800 

1.3 

Redruth  Division 

638 

3875 

4981 

41 

Totals 

1122 

9704 

7030 

68 

Nursing  Division. 

Nurses  attending 

Hours  attended 

Hours  attended 

First  Aid 

with  Female  cases. 

at  Hospital. 

at  Tabbs. 

rendered. 

Camborne  Division 

103 

934 

— 

392 

Portreath 

7 

— 

— 

20 

Illogan  Division 

63 

no 

— 

4.30 

Redruth  Division 

89 

659 

382 

333 

262 

1703 

382 

1217 

Mr.  Harry  Rich,  President  of  the  Redruth  Division,  received  the  Vellum  Vote  of  Thanks  from 
the  Order,  for  services  rendered. 
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(5)  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

There  are  eight  District  Nursing  Associations  in  the  area  each  of  theiu  affiliated  with  the  County 
Nursing  Association.  President:  Mrs.  Malcolm  Maclaren.  Honorary  Secretary;  Miss  Margaret  E. 
Smith,  Lynn  Allen.  Truro. 

(1)  Camborne — Sec..  Miss  Pratt,  52  Mount  Pleasant  Road,  Camborne. 

(2)  Redruth — Sec.,  Mrs.  M.  White,  182  Albany  Road.  Redruth. 

(3)  Treslothan — Sec.,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Sim  nons.  qg  New  Road,  Troon. 

(4)  North  Illogan — Sec.,  Mr.  Delbridge  The  Stores,  Illogan,  Redruth. 

(5)  South  Illogan — Sec.,  Mr.  A.  Pascoe,  117  Agar  Road,  Illogan  Highway. 

(6)  Pencoys  and  Carnkie — Sec.,  Mrs.  W.  Collins.  Four  Lanes,  Redruth. 

(7)  Lanner  and  Gwennap — Sec.,  Mrs.  L.  Osborne.  Belle-vue,  Lanner,  Redruth. 

(8)  St.  Day  and  Carharrack — Sec.,  Miss  K.  Hensley,  Vogue,  St.  Day. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Association  reports  that  the  shortage  of  nurses  is  worse  than  it  ever  was. 
and  that  war  conditions  do  not  appear  to  be  chiedy  responsible  for  this  shortage.  Indeed,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  the  war  in  Europe  being  ended,  the  shortage  is  even  worse,  because  man\'  married 
women,  who  had  returned  to  the  nursing  profession  whilst  their  husbands  were  serving,  are  re- 
turning to  private  life.  The  nurses  so  returning  are  likely  to  out  number  those  released  from  war 
work  and  made  available  for  private  nursing. 

Long  before  the  war  the  number  of  nurses  trained  in  midwifery  who  wished  to  continue  in 
that  branch  of  nursing,  was  already  shrinking,  and  this  happened  to  coincide  with  an  expansion 
of  the  scope  of  Social  Services,  the  provision  of  more  Maternity  Homes  and  Maternity  Wards  in 
Hospitals. 

As  the  demand  for  nurses  increased  the  suppl}^  simultaneously  diminished.  Notwithstand- 
ing the  general  increase  in  nurses  salaries  there  has  not  been  either  here  or  in  other  counties  a 
corresponding  increase  in  the  number  of  recruits  to  nursing. 


(6)  Hospitals. 

The  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’  and  General  Hospital,  Redruth. 

Total  number  of  beds  available  ...  ...  ...  154 

Average  number  of  beds  daily  occupied  ...  ...  ...  121.8 

Number  c^f  patients  admitted  during  1944  ...  ...  ...  2.521 

Total  number  of  new  out-patients  ...  ...  ...  5 543 

Total  number  of  out-patient  attendances  ...  ...  ...  27,226 

Total  number  of  casualty  patients  (included  in  above)  ...  ...  605 

Number  of  patients  radiographed  ...  ...  ...  ...  1.942 

Number  of  patients  for  deep  X-ray  therapy  ...  ....  ...  193 

Number  of  patients  for  superficial  X-ray  therapy  ...  ...  220 

Number  of  patients  for  radium  therapy  ...  ...  ...  .64 

The  following  special  department  facilities  are  available  : — Ante  natal.  Dental.  Rehabilita- 
tion. Surgical.  Gynaecological.  Medical.  Ophthalmic.  Radium.  X-ray  diagnostic  and 
therapeutic. 

There  is  also  a department  for  Clinical  Pathology  equipped  for  Bacteriology,  Biochemistry. 
Haematology  and  Histology. 

Accidents  and  medical  casulties  needing  hospital  treatment  are  received  at  any  time,  day  or 
night. 

The  Rehabilitation  Department  was  formed  during  the  year  by  an  expansion  df  the  old  Massage 
and  Electrical  Department. 

An  additional  Resident  Medical  Officer,  especially  for  the  Maternity  Department,  • was 
appointed  during  the  year,  and  an  additional  Maternity  Annexe  was  opened.  Other  recent  develop- 
ments include  the  appointment  of  a full  time  Radiotherapist.  Plans  for  the  immediate  ^future  include 
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additions  to  provide  more  beds,  particularly  for  cancer  patients  and  for  children.  A new  build- 
ing is  being  erected  for  the  Rehabilitation  Department  and  an  extension  to  the  out-patient  Depart- 
ment has  just  been  completed. 

The  Hospital,  having  recently  been  recognised  as  a complete  Training  School  for  General 
Nurses,  has  been  approved  as  a Part  I Training  School  for  Midwives,  and  arrangements  for  the 
reception  of  pupils  are  now  being  made. 

The  growth  of  the  Hospital  in  recent  years  has  been  phenomenal.  Not  only  has  the  number 
of  patients  admitted  increased  enormously  but  an  out-patient  department  has  been  added  at  which, 
during  the  year  under  review,  there  were  27,000  attendances.  The  scope  of  the  work  done  at 
the  hospital,  in  special  departments,  has  likewise  expanded  and  the  Board  of  Management  insist 
that  only  men  possessing  the  highest  professional  qualification  in  the  particular  speciality  in  which 
they  will  practice  in  the  Hospital,  shall  be  appointed. 

Year— 1932  1935  1938  1943  1944 

Patients  admitted  ...  595  831  i'063  2,293'  2,521 

In  1934,  the  year  of  amalgamation,  the  Hospital  had  but  42  available  beds,  whereas  to-day  it 
has  154  beds  and  every  bed  is  occupied. 

The  excellent  reputation  which  the  Hospital  enjoys  is  well  earned. 

Maternity  Department.  This  is  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  Dr.  R.  N.  Curnow. 

Medical  Officer — Mr  J.  G.  Hastings  Ince,  M.R.C.O.G. 

The  Department  includes  the  Maternity  Ward  in  the  hospital,  with  15  beds,  the  Maternity 
Annexe  at  Trewirgie  with  14  beds  and  the  Materi'ty  Annexe  at  Penventon  with  15  beds.  The 
Penventon  Annexe  was  opened  on  the  ist  of  September,  1944.  Total  number  of  beds  in  the 
Maternity  Department  is  44. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  from  January  ist  to  August  3Tst  was  35.5,  and  from 
September  ist  to  the  end  of  the  year,  45.4. 

Total  discharges  ...  ...  628. 

Caesarian  sections  ...  16 

Twins  ...  ...  ...  13 

Triplets  ...  ...  ...  i 

Still-born  babies  ...  ...  45 

Neo-natal  deaths  ...  ...  16 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  18 

Maternal  deaths  ...  ...  10 

Deliveries  ...  ...  ...  568 

In  considering  these  figures  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  Maternity  Department  is  not  an 
ordinary  lying-in  Department  for  any  normal  case  of  midwifery,  but  a Special  Department  for  the 
treatment  of  difficult  or  abnormal  cases  or  for  patients  with  complications  of  pregnancy  after 
delivery.  Such  a departihent  is  of  the  utmost  value  and  the  services  rendered  there  are  specialist 
services  of  the  highest  order. 

(7)  Private  Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  two  private  nursing  homes  in  the  area,  viz.  ; — 

The  Camborne  Nursing  Home — (Miss  A.  Michell,  Basset  Road.  Camborne). 

The  Tremorvah  Nursing  Home — (Miss  E.  Johns  and  Miss  J.  B.  McLean,  Redruth'. 

The  Camborne  Nursing  Home  has  14  registered  beds  for  maternity,  surgical  and  medical 
patients. 
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The  Tremorvah  Nursing  Home  has  14  registered  beds,  thirteen  for  maternity  patients  and  on® 


for  a chronic  invalid. 

At  the  Tremorvah  Nursing  Home  during  1944  there  were 

Births  ...  ...  ...  247 

Twins  ...  ...  ...  3 

Still-born  babies  ...  ...  6 

Neo-natal  deaths  (premature  twins)  2 

Maternal  deaths  (pulmonary  embolism)  i 


(8)  The  Tehiday  Sanatorium  in  the  Tehidy  Woods,  Camborne,  is  under  the  administrative 


control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  R.  N.  ('.iiinnw. 

Medical  Officer  in  Charge — Dr.  E.  T.  Gaspey. 

Tuberculosis  Clinic.  Tuckingmill.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  547 

Orthopaed'c  Clinic.  . Camborne.  Attendances  (children)  ...  ...  595 

(adults)  ....  ...  152 

Minor  Ailments  Clinic.  Redruth.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  524 

Tuckingmill.  Attendances  (now  closed)  . . 2 

Camborne.  Attendances  ...  ...  ...  454 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic.  Tuckingmill.  Attendances  788 


All  the  above  Clinics  are  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer.  Dr. 
R.  N.  Curnow,  and  information  concerning  them  will  b^  found  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the  County 
Council. 

(9)  Publ'c  Assistance  Institiuion,  Barncoose.  Redruth. 

This  institution  serves  the  Camborne-Redruth  area  and  environs  for  relief  purposes. 

The  maternity  ward  of  the  institution  serves  the  whole  county  west  of.  and  including,  Truro. 


Number  of  beds  provided  ...  ...  ...  192 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  ...  ...  164 

Number  of  admissions  during  1944  ...  ...  2.3.3 

Number  of  beds  in  the  infirmary  ...  ...  99 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied  in  the  infirmary  , . 93 

Number  of  maternity  patients  admitted  ...  22 

Number  of  births  ...  ...  ...  10 


(ig)  ITc.rd  Lice. 

Systematic  inspection  for  head  lice  in  children  in  Council  Schools  is  carried  out  by  a County 
Couii'il  n mse,  and  every  child’s  head  is  examined  monthly. 

Scabies  and,  other  Skin  Affections. 

Disinfestation  of  persons  infested  with  scabies  has  been  carried  out  efficiently  during  the  yeawr 
at  the  First  Aid  Post.  Redruth. 

The  number  of  local  residents  disinfested  was 


Men 

45 

Women 

97 

Children 

195 

Total 

.3.37 

In  addition  there  were  also  33  evacuated  children  disinfested. 
The  total  number  of  treatments  given  was  758. 
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By  the  Scabies  Order  1041  the  Minister  of  Health  requires  the  Local  Authority  to  “make  pro- 
vision for  securing  the  cleansing  or  treatment  of  any  such  persons  found  on  examination  to  be 
verminous.”  Scabies  is  by  no  means  the  only  skin  disease  common  here  as  elsewhere.  No  part  of 
the  human  body  is  liable  to  suffer  from  so  large  a variety  of  pathological  and  often  perplexing 
diseased  states  as  is  the  skin.  To  take  one  example  only  : of  occupational  diseases  the  literature  is 
immense  and  the  subject  often  controversial.  Dermatology,  the  study  of  diseases  of  the  skin, 
essentially  calls  for  the  service  of  the  Specialist,  i.e.,  one  who  spends  the  whole,  if  not  the  major 
part  of  his  professional  time  in  the  study  of  skin  disease  and  in  the  treatment  of  persons  afflicted 
by  them. 

Neither  in  this  area  nor  elsewhere  in  the  Count\’  is  there  a dermatologist  or  a hospital 
department  with  a dermatological  ward  or  department. 

The  expanding  Camborne-Redruth  Miners’  and  General  Hospital  would  perform  a great  public 
service  if  in  its  present  determination  to  enlarge  its  sphere  of  usefulness  and  to  provide  for  specialist 
services,  it  were  to  create  a department  of  dermatology.  In  such  a department  the  dealing  with 
scabies  cases  would  present  a very  minor  problem,  whereas  to  a Local  Authority  its  solution  pre- 
sents considerable  difficulty. 


(ii)  Solarium. 

On  March  29.  1944,  a Public  Solarium  was  opened  by  the  Council  in  premises  at  West  End, 
Redruth,  which  were  lent  for  the  purpose,  rent  free,  by  the  owners.  The  premises  were  cleaned, 
redecorated  and  furnished  by  the  Council.  The  solarium  was  equipped  with  a large  Ultra-violet 
light  apparatus  suitable  for  the  treatment  of  many  persons  at  the  same  time,  the  gift  of  Messrs. 
Climax  Rock  Drill  Company.  The  solarium  was- in  charge  of  the  M.O.H.  and  dor  the  first  few 
months  a County  Council  Health  Visitor  attended  and  gave  the  necessary  treatments.  When  her 
services  could  no  longer  be  spared  treatments  were  carried  out  by  the  M.O.H’s  Staff. 

From  the  date  of  opening  until  September  a total  of  97  treatments  had  been  given.  The  owners 
then  gave  notice  that  they  wished  again  to  take  possession  of  the  premises  and  we  were  obliged  to- 
remove  the  U.V.L.  plant.  It  is  now  stored  at  Tabbs  Hostel.  The  action  of  the  owners  of  the  pre- 
mises caused  much  disappointment,  especially  as  the  Council  had  incurred  expense  in  cleansing  and 
redecorating,  which  they  would  not  have  sanctioned  had  they  known  that  our  occupation  would 
have  been  of  such  short  duration. 
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(1)  WATER. 

The  area  has  a population  of  approximately  35,000'  of  whom  25,000  (approx.)  reside  in  the 
township  of  Camborne-Redruth,  and  lo  ooo  are  distributed  in  eight  villages  and  a numbr  of  small 
farms. 

A piped  water  supply  serves  the  township  of  Camborne-Redruth,  also  the  two  villages  of  Port- 
reath  and  Penponds. 

A piped  water  supplv  also  partly  supplies  Carnkie  and  Tanner.  The  remaining  four  villages, 
viz..  Four  Lanes,  Troon,  Carharrack  and  St.  Day  depend  for  their  water  supplv  upon  wells,  adits 
or  springs. 

The  piped  water  supply  is  provided  by  two  separate  authorities,  namely, 

(i)  The  Camborne  Water  Company. 

(ii)  The  Camborne-Redruth  Urban  District  Council. 

(I)  The  Camborne  Water  Company  (Incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  Parliament. 

Sources  of  Supplyi — 

(1)  Boswyn  (550  ft.  O.D.) — A mine  adit  fee  T a storage  reservoir  of  capacity  6 million  gallons. 

(2)  Cargenwyn  (581  ft.  O.D.)- — A Spring  fee  1s  three  storage  re.servoirs,  total  capacity  32 
million  gallons. 

(3)  Penponds  (176  it.  O.D.) — A mine  adit. 

These  three  sources  of  supply  feed  a Main  Service  Reservoir  at  Trevu,  Camborne  (480  ft. 
O.D.)  the  first  two  (Boswyn  and  Cargenwyn)  by  gravitation,  the  third  (Penponds)  by  pumping. 

From  the  Trevu  Reservoir  water  is  distributed  to 

(a)  A Low  Level  Zone,  by  gravitation. 

(b)  A High  Level  Zone,  by  pumping  to  a tank. 

(a)  The  Low  Level  Zone  supplies  Camborne.  Tuckingmill  and  Pool,  on  either  side  of  the 
main  road,  also  part  of  Illogan  as  far  as  Illogan  Parish  Church. 

(b)  The  High  Level  Zone  supplies  Beacon  and  the  higher  levels  of  Camborne. 

Average  yield  of  the  Company’s  Supply  is  a little  over  a million  gallons  a day.  . 

Average  consumption  of  that  supply  is  but  a little  more  than  one  half  the  available  supply. 

(II)  Piped  Supply  by  the  Local  Authority  (Urban  District  Council). 

Sources — There  are  five  in  number. 

(i)  Penstruthal  (580  ft.  O.D.l — An  adit,  16000 — 23,00.0  gallons  a day. 

(2')  Penventon  (670  ft.  O.D.) — An  adit,  16,16  000 — 23,000  gallons  a day. 

(3)  Filtrick  (620  ft.  O.D.) — An  adit.  68,000 — 1,000,000  gallons  a daju 

(4)  Srmdv  Lane  (3:0  ft.  O.D.  at  water  level) — A mine  shaft.  160,000  gallons  a day. 

(5)  r.ithedral  (430  ft.  O.D.) — ir.in-'  shift. 

These  fi\  e sources  all  feed  a Service  Reservoir  at  Sandy  Lane.  Redruth,  the  first  three,  namely 
Penstruthal,  Penventon  and  Filtrick,  by  gravitation,  the  last  two,  Sandy  Lano  and  Cathedral 
sliafts,  by  pumping. 

TJie  Sjndy  Lane  Mine  Shaft  is  in  immediate  proximity  with  the  reser\'oir  and  the  pump  is  put 
into  action  only  as  the  occasion  for  it  arises. 

The  Redruth  Sandy  Lane  Reservoir  has  a capacity  of  four  and  threequarter  million  gallons. 
The  top  water  level  is  560  ft.  O.D. 

Distribution. 

The  Sandy  Lane  Reservoir  supplies  Redruth,  Portreath  and  Nancekuke. 
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(3)  Other  So.irces  of  Water  Supply. 

There  are  forty-three  wells;  springs;  chutes  or  adits  in  the  area  publicly  owned,  also  many 
that  are  privately  owned. 

Quality  and  Abundance  of  the  Water  Supply. 

All  the  public  sources  of  supply  are  frequent^  analysed,  and  graded  as  suggested  by  the 
Ministry  thus — 

Class  I — Probable  number  of  coliform  organ!  ms  less  than  i per  loo  ml. — Highly  Satisfactory. 
Class  II — Probable  number  of  coliform  organism  i — 2 per  loo  ml. — Satisfactory. 

Class  III — Probable  number  of  coliform  orgausm  3 — 10  per  100  ml. — Suspicious. 

Class  IV — Probable  number  of  coliform  organism  greater  than  10  per  100  ml. — Unsatisifactory, 


All  the  piped  water  supplies  taken  at  the  following  points  have  invariably  been  found  to  be 
Class  I water.  These  are  : — 

Camborne  Water  Co.  Town  Tap.  Redruth  Water  Town  Tap. 

Filtric.  Penstruthal,  Cathedral  Shaft,  Penventon,  Sandy  Lane  Shaft. 


Of  the  43  wells,  chutes  or  adits  15  are  usually  Qass  I,  viz.  ; 

6 —  Bosleake 

7 —  Carnkie. 

8 —  Betty  Adit 


1 —  Gordon  Stand  Tap 

2 —  Five  Chutes. 

3 —  Carnmarth  Chute. 

4 —  -Pennance  Well. 


1 —  Mawla  Spring  and  Well 

2 —  Cambrose  Well  and  Pump 

3 —  Parsonage  Well 

4 —  Halgos  Well 


g — Treskillard  Adit 

10 — Troon  Adit 


5 —  Menadarva  Spring 

6 —  Little  Reskadinnick 

7 —  Oak  Well  and  Pump 

8 —  Church  Coombe  and  Chute 


11 —  Chycarne  Moor  Well 

12 —  Lanner  Spring 

13 —  Lanner  Prim.  Chapel  Well 

14 —  Trevethen  Well 
13 — Pink  Moor. 


3 — Knave-go-by 

9 — Bolenowe  Well 

10 — Croft  Michael. 


9 — Tiddy’s  Chute 

10 —  Bolenoe  Spring 

1 1 —  Stennack  Spring 


5— Brea  Well. 

Three  are  usually  Qass  II 

I — Vogue  Chute 

Fourteen  are  usually  Class 

1 —  Nancekuke  Chute 

2 —  Watergate  Chute 

3 —  Roscroggan  Well 

4 —  Tolskithy  Spring 

Eleven  are  usually  Class  F 


viz.  : 

2 — Penhaluric  Chute 
III,  viz.  : 

5 —  Carharrack  Well 

6—  Trevarth  Chute 

■■ — Roseworth\-  Spring 
8 — Penponds  Two  Chutes 

% viz  . . 


The  word  " usually  ” is  prefixed  to  each  cla^.'  because  there  is  occasionally  accidental  pol- 
lution of  a local  supply  and  consequently  a temporary  variation  in  the  quality  of  the  water. 

Whenever  a water  source  upon  analysis  has  been  found  contaminated  a warning  notice  has 
been  posted  at  the  source  advising  users  to  boil  or  chlorinate  the  water  before  use. 

All  the  waters  suppljdng  the  area  are  classified  as  Deep  Well  Waters. 

Oiemical  analysis  has  occasionally  been  made  of  all  the  waters.  As  examples  three  only  are 
quoted,  namely,  that  of  the  Redruth  town  supply.'  the  Camborne  Water  Co.  town  supply  and  of 
a Class  IV  Well. 

The  figures  quoted  are  parts  per  100,000. 

Two  figures  are  quoted  for  the  reaction  in  each  case  representing  the  pH  before  and  after 
boiling. 
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Redruth  Town  Tap. 

Camborne  Town  Tap. 

Mawla  Well 

Colour  and  turbidity 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Odour 

None 

None 

None 

Reaction  p H. 

6 — 6.2 

6.0 — 6.8 

6.0 — 8.3 

Total  Solids 

14.0 

10. 0 

28.0 

Combined  Chlorine 

2.q 

30  ^ 

6.5 

Equivalent  of  Common  Salt 

4.8 

5-0 

10.8 

Nitric  Nitrogen 

0.04 

0.002 

0.5 

Nitrous  Nitrogen 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Saline  Ammonia 

0.003 

0.002 

0.003 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

0.006 

0.003 

0.012 

Copper 

None 

None 

None 

Iron 

0.002 

0.002 

None 

Silica 

I.O 

I.O 

0.6 

Hardness  temporary 

0.5  deg. 

I.O 

2.0 

Hardness  permanent 

4.5  deg. 

4.0 

II. 0 

Hardness  total 

5-0 

50 

13.0 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  37c. 

0.03 

— 

0-3 

Abundance  or  Scarcity  o£  the  Water  Supply. 

There  are  certain  notorious  incidents  of  perpetual  scarcity  of  water  supply,  e.g.,  St.  Day, 
where  water  is  purchased  from  an  itinerant  water  carrier  from  a barrel  in  the  street.  Four  Lanes, 
Troon  and  Carharrack  are  likewise  without  a piped  w'ater  supply.  Water  shortage  is  felt  most  acutely 
by  many  farmers,  especially  the  dairy  farmers,  who  experience  the  greatest  difficulty  in  attempting 
to  produce  clean  milk  when  their  only  source  of  water  is  frequently  a well  or  adit,  the  water  of 
which  is  grossly  contaminated. 

For  the  number  of  residents  in  Camborne  and  Redruth  depending  upon  the  piped  water  supply 
(the  present  water  population)  the  supply  is  usually  adequate.  A great  many  residents  however, 
like  many  farms,  have  no  piped  water  supply  and  for  them  a piped  M'ater  supply  is  greatly  needed. 

Chlorination  of  the  Water  Supply. 

The  Camborne  Water  Company’s  Supply  at 

^a)  Boswyn  is  both  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

(b)  Cargenwyn  is  likewise  filtered  and  chlorinated. 

(c)  Penponds  is  unfiltered  but  chlorinated. 

The  Redruth  Piped  Water  Supply  at 

(a)  Penstruthal  is  chlorinated  at  the  source. 

(b)  Penventon  likewise  chlorinated  at  the  source. 

(c)  Filtric  chlorinated  at  the  source. 

(d)  Sandy  Lane  Shaft  not  chlorinated. 

(e)  Cathedral  Shaft  not  chlorinated. 

All  water  as  it  leaves  the  Sandy  Lane  Reservoir  (i.e.,  including  water  from  Sandy  Lane  Shaft 
and  from  Cathedral  Shaft)  is  chlorinated. 

The  piped  supplies  of  the  area  are  old  and  many  of  the  old  pipes  are  coated  with  rust.  The 
conducting  system  is  sometimes  complicated.  As  a result  the  water,  when  drawn,  is  occasionally 
turbid  with  mineral  deposit,  mostly  rust.  Many  of  the  old  pipes  need  to  be  replaced. 

Lead. 

Contamination  of  the  water  supply  by  lead  has  not  been  known  to  occur  in  the  area.  Leaden 
pqies  are  rarely  used.  The  plumbosolvency  of  the  water  has.  however,  not  been  estimated  for  a 
number  of  years. 
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Extension. 

Mr.  T.  F.  King,  our  Waterworks  Engineer,  reports  as  follows  : — 

At  the  end  of  1940  and  the  early  part  of  1941  works  of  water  supply  were  carried  out  on  behalf 
of  the  Air  Ministry  as  follows  : — 

A pump  was  installed  at  Cathedral  Shaft,  and  a 6"  main  laid  from  there  (mostly  across 
country  and  passing  through  Grambler  Farm)  to  the  reservoir  at  Sandy  Lane.  All  water  pumped 
from  Cathedral,  therefore,  passed  direct  into  the  reservoir. 

The  Air  Ministry  water  then  passed  through  the  local  system  to  be  taken  up  again  at  Stormy 
Terrace  (footpath  near  County  School)  by  a 6"  main  which  was  laid  across  fields  and  along  Tolgus 
Lane  and  another  unnamed  lane  to  as  far  as  Sparnon  Gate  where  it  was  again  joined  into  the  local 
system  (6"  main).  From  Sparnon  Gate  the  local  system  is  used  toward  Portreath  to  as  )far  as 
Bridge  Moor,  at  the  foot  of  Tolticking  Hill.  At  this  point  another  6"  main  was  laid  in  the  road 
up  Tolticking  Hill  to  the  entrance  of  the  Air  Ministry  land.  Other  works  on  the  site  were  carried 
out  by  the  Air  Ministry. 

The  only  other  work  carried  out  was  the  relaying  of  a main  at  Redruth  Highway. 


II. — Complaints. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  complaints  received  during  the  year  : — 


Choked  Sewers  and  drains  ...  315 

Unsanitary  condition  of  premises  ...  98 

Unsatisfactorv  condition  of  housing  conditions  78 
The  non-removal  of  refuse  ...  ...  2I 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  9 

Rats  and  Mice  ...  ...  ...  77 

IMis.'ellaneous  ...  ...  ...  10 


Notices  Served. 


Total  ..  ...  608 

Prelim.inar,-  notices  issued  during  the  year  105 

Preliminary  notices  complied  with  during  the  year  't 
Statutory  notices  issued  during  the  year  None 


There  was  a considerable  difference  between  the  number  of  notices  issued  and  the  number 
com.plied  with.  This  was  due  mainly  to  shortage  of  labour  and  of  materials  experienced  throughout 
the  district.  It  is  hoped  that  this  scarcity  will  be  quickly  removed  in  the  post-war  years,  as  it  is 
foiin  1 that  minor  defects  rapidly  grow  into  major  defects,  and  this  again  is  contributed  to  by  the 
lack  cy  general  maintenance  work  during  the  past  five  years. 


IIL — Disinfection  and  Disinfestation. 

. During  the  year,  the  work  of  disinfecting  bedding  from  Fire  Guard  Posts  and  Military  Units 
has  continued  and  this  in  addition  to  the  normal  \',ork  from  private  dwellings.  The  following  table 
shows  in  detail  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Steam  Disinfection  Station,  West  Tolgus. 


Premises  from  which 
articles  received. 

Beds. 

Mattresses. 

Pillows 

Sheets  and 
Blankets. 

Miscel- 

laneous. 

•Total. 

Private  dwellings 

4 

.51 

69 

869 

8.8 

1076 

Fire  Guard  Posts 

5 

^7 

4.5 

2425 

14 

2506 

Military  Units 

0 

0 

0 

.5723 

0 

3723 

Totals 

9 

68 

114 

7017 

97 

73O.S 

Premises  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  '>3.  Also  16  Verminous  premises  were 
disinfested,  six  for  bugs,  g for  fleas  and  i for  lice. 
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IV — Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

At  the  end  of  1944  there  were  ;:52i  cowsheds  on  the  register.  A number  of  cowsheds  are  con- 
stantly being  added  to  the  register  aS  more  farmers  and  the  occupiers  of  small  holdings  send  their 
milk  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  Factory  at  Treswithian. 

During  the  year  seven  premises  were  added  lo  the  register  and  one  was  removed.  All  new 
applications  by  farmers  in  the  area  to  sell  milk  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  are  first  referred  to 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  its  observations  as  to  the  suitability'  of  the  premises  for  milk  pro- 
duction. During  the  year  thirteen  such  applications  were  dealt  with. 

The  following  improvements,  affecting  14  cowsheds  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 


Cowsheds  reconstructed  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  reconstructed  ...  ...  8 

New  floors  to  cowsheds  ...  ...  i 

Cowsheds  and  daries  redrained  ...  4 

Sterilizing  apparatus  provided  ...  2 

Cowshed  walls  renewe.1  ...  6 


During  the  year  one  of  the  largest  retail  companies  operating  in  Cornwall  acquired  a number 
of  milk  rounds  both  in  Camborne  and  in. Redruth,  and  they  commenced  operating  from  two  central 
depots,  one  at  Camborne  and  one  at  Redruth.  This  firm  confines  its  retail  activities  to  the  sale  of 
Pasteurised  and  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk.  It  operates  a large,  modern  pasteurising  and  bottling  plant 
at  Hayle. 

V —  Drains  and  Sewers. 

Twenty-seven  premises  were  connected  to  the  sewers  during  the  year,  fourteen  of  these  con- 
nections were  made  by  the  workmen  of  this  department,  as  private  rechargeable  work. 

321  choked  drains  and  sewers  were  cleared.  176  of  these  being  rechargeable  on  the  owners. 

VI —  Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act  1919. 

Infestation  Order  1943. 

In  April  IQ44  the  Council  sought  and  received  from  the  County  Council  delegation  of  power 
under  the  Rats  and  Mice  Infestation  Order  1943.  survey  of  the  whole  of  the  Urban  Area  was 
made  during  the  months  of  March,  April,  May  and  June,  and  it  was  found  that  237  properties  or 
sites  showed  evidence  of  rat  infestation,  twelve  of  them  being  considered  major  infestations. 

Shortly  before  the  survey  was  begun,  a publicitv  campaign  was  inaugurated  throughout  the 
area.  The  public,  by  means  of  posters,  press  notices,  etc.,  were  requested  to  inform  the  Public 
Health  Department  of  any  known  or  suspected  sources  of  rat  infestation.  As  a result  of  this 
publicity  twenty-five  notices  were  received  from  the  public. 

Immediateh-  following  the  survey  the  work  of  destruction  was  begun  by  two  Rodent  Opera- 
fives.  The  result  of  their  work  is  as  follows  : — 


(I) 

Number  of 

premises  baited 

335 

(2). 

Number  of 

pre-baits  laid 

4214 

(3) 

Number  of 

poison  baits  laid 

1055 

ff) 

Number  of 

rat  carcases  recovered 

549 

It  is  estimated  that  of  rats  destroyed  only  one  fifth  the  number  are  actually  recovered  If  this 
be  so  then  some  2. 743  rats  were  destroyed  during  the  year. 

VII — Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

The  arrangements  made  regarding  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse,  as  set  out  in  the  1943 
report  remains  unaltered. 

During  the  year  3,533  loads  were  carried  by  the  lorries  : of  this  total  332  loads  were  sold  to  a 
farmer  in  North  Country  The  average  number  of  loads  carried  per  week  was  68|. 
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From  the  first  df  January  to  the  14th  February  5q  loads  of  refuse  were  removed  from  the 
aerodrome  at  Nancekuke,  these  loads,  nearly  10  a week,  threw  a considerable  burden  upon  the 
available  transport  of  the  department.  This  burden  was  removed  when  the  Commanding  Officer 
of  the  Camp  agreed  to  arrange  for  R.A.F.  transport  to  deal  with  the  refuse. 

The  quantity'  of  refuse  collected  appears  to  be  increasing  year  b\^  year.  Notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  no  refuse  was  collected  from  Nancekuke  after  the  14th  Februar\'  only  three  loads  less  were 
hauled  this  year  than  in  the  preceding  year.  It  would  appear  that  much  of  this  increase  was  due 
to  the  inferior  type  of  coal  used  in  ordinary  dwellings. 


VIII— Salvage. 


The  year  was  commenced  with  a Book  Drive,  the  district  target  being  70,000  books,  or  approxi- 


mately two  books  per  person. 

The  following  figures  show  what  success  attended  the  drive  .— 

Total  number  of  books  collected  ...  go. 652 

Number  of  books  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  forces  ii>6g.'; 
Number  of  books  for  blitzed  libraries  1.4.52 

Number  of  books  for  salvage  ...  77',505 


Much  of  this  success  was  due  to  the  abundant  energy  and  time  which  the  school  children  and 
their  teachers  throughout  the  district  put  into  this  drive.  It  is  estimated  that  at  least  80,000  of  the 
books  were  collected  by  the  children. 


The  following  is  a detailed  list  of  the  amounts  of  various  types  of  salvage  disposed  of  during  the 


year  1944. 


Cardboard  and  paper 
Selected  paper 
Newspapers  ... 

Books 
Rags 
Rubber 
Ecnes 
M«  tal 


189  tons 
23  ,, 

2 ,, 
16  ,, 

6 „ 

7 

8 „ 
46 


297  tons 


In  addition  to  the  above  there  were  sold  locally  1.267  dozen  bottles.  On  the  first  of  January 
the  Council  was  ordered  by  the  Ministry  of  Suppl,  to  stop  the  collection  of  iron. 


IX — Kitchen  Waste. 

During  the  year  460  tons  of  kitchen  waste  were  sold,  this  is  approximately  the  same  as  in  the 
previous  year. 

During  the  year  the- Council  was  directed  by  the  Ministry  of  Supply  to  collect  and  cook  kitchen 
waste,  and  on  the  ist  of  November  any  person  in  the  area  collecting  kitchen  waste  had  to  be 
licenced. 

The  demaind  for  tiie  cooked  product  exceeds  the  supply. 


SECTION  D.  Housing. 

The  demand  for  housing  accommodation  and  for  the  relief  of  overcrowding  is  constant  and  ever 
increasing.  Examples  of  deplorable  overcrowding  are  numerous.  Heart-breaking  appeals  are 
received  from  mothers  and  families  living  under  conditions  of  lamentable  overcrowding,  and  we 
find  ourselves  helpless  to  relieve  them. 

No  doubt  in  some  Council  houses  more  rooms  are  a , ailable  than  are  required  by  the  tenants 
and  the  M.O.H.  has  suggested  that  there  be  a review  of  the  present  number  oif  persons  in  relation 
to  the  number  of  rooms  occupied  by  them.  Such  a review  would  no  doubt  reveal  instances  where 
a more  equitable  distribution  of  the  number  of  persons  per  available  rooms  could  be  arranged.  The 
procedure  to  be  adopted  when  requisitioning  empty  houses  may  be  long  and  fraught  with  difficulty, 
yet  the  distress  caused  by  some  cases  of  overcrowding  is  such,  and  off  such  long  duration,  that 
one  cannot  but  experience  disappointment  at  seeing  houses  standing  empty  which  could  serve  to 
give  at  least  temporarv  relief  for  this  outstanding  evil  of  overcrowding. 

There  are  534  Council  houses  in  the  area,  all  of  them  are  occupied  and  the  waiting  list  of 
applicants  to  fill  any  vacancy  as  soon  as  it  arises,  is  an  exceedingly  large  one. 

No  organised  house  to  house  inspections  were  made  during  the  year,  however  four  houses  were 
found  to  be  in  such  an  advanced  state  of  disrepair  that  the  only  course  to  adopt  was  closure,  await- 
ing demolition  after  the  war. 

Shops  and  Offices. 

No  systematic  inspections  of  these  premises  have  been  made.  Inspections  were  made  when 
and  where  circumstances  have  required  them.  (See  also  Food  Premises  under  Section  E.) 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 


1— Milk. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  area  is  usually  very  rich  in  nutritive  value  but  poor  in  its  standard  of 
cleanliness.  The  cleanliness  o!f  a milk  supply  depends  to  a large  extent  upon  the  purity  of  the 
local  water  supply.  We  are  hoping  for  a more  abundant  and  a cleaner  water  supply  and  with  it  a 
higher  standard  of  purity  of  the  milk  supply. 

During  the  year  132  samples  of  milk  collected  from  vendors'  vans  in  the  street  were  examined 
in  the  local  Laboratory,  of  these 

The  average  fat  content  was  ...  ...  3.8% 

The  number  of  samples  containing  less  than  3%  fat  was  7 


1935 

1940 

1942 

1943 

1044 

Methylene  Blue  test  passed 

— 

71-4% 

83% 

71-4% 

77-27% 

Coliform  test  passed 

40% 

44-4% 

51-5% 

43-3% 

.53-8% 

The  methylene  blue  test  has  been  carried  out  in  a way  suggested  by  the  Medical  Research 
Council,  that  is  the  milk  after  reaching  the  Laboratory  is  kept  for  24  hours  and  then  the  Methy- 
lene Blue  dye  is  added  and  the  test  is  satisfied  if  the  colour  is  retained  after  half  an  hour.  The  test 
is  an  index  of  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk  sample. 


The  Milk  Marketing  Board,  Camborne. 

The  Manager  of  the  Board  reports  that  during  the  year  3,846,552  gallons  of  milk  were  received 
from  the  producers  in  the  area,  an  increase  of  7%  over  that  received  in  the  previous  year.  This, 
in  spite  of  the  severe  drought  in  May  and  June  which  cut  down  the  supply  to  what  it  normally 
would  have  been  had  the  weather  been  favourable  for  milk  production. 
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The  increase  was  mainly  during  January,  February.  April  and  May  1944.  This  is  a fact 
worthy  of  note  for  it  shows  what  producers  have  done,  following  appeals  by  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture to  increase  winter  production  of  milk.  There  is  room  for  further  improvement  along  these 
lines,  as  the  summer  production  is  still  more  than  double  the  winter  production. 

It  is  the  intention  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  of  the  Ministry  otf  Food,  and  likewise  of 
the  Board  to  encourage  winter  production  until  such  a time  that  milk  rationing  to  the  consumer 
becomes  unnecessary. 

Throughout  the  year  all  producers  supplies  were  subjected  to  the  standard  routine  Resazurin 
test  under  the  National  Milk  Testing  and  Advisory  Scheme  twice  each  month,  besides  being  sub- 
jected to  other  routine  chemical  and  physical  tests  for  fats,  solids  not  fat,  visible  sediment,  etc.,  in 
our  own  laboratory.  The  Laboratory  of  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  is  licensed  specially  for  this 
work  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

Besides  these  tests  the  laboratory  during  1944  was  equipped  to  carry  out  Plate  counts,  Coliform 
tests  and  Phosphatase  tests.  The  laboratory  therefore  is  being  maintined  to  keep  control  over  the 
quality  of  incoming  supplies,  outgoing  milk,  the  condition  of  the  plant  and  the  quality  of  the  pro- 
ducts manufactured  (mainly  butter  and  dried  milk  powder.) 

During  the  year,  as  reported  by  the  Manager,  over  9,600  gallons  of  milk  were  rejected  on 
arrival  at  the  Creamery,  being  found  to  be  of  such  quality  as  to  have  been  considered  unmarket- 
able. This  is  a large  quantity  of  milk.  Estimated  at  an  average  price,  it  represents  a loss  to  pro- 
ducers of  nearly  £1,000.  However  it  is  but  a small  proportion  of  the  total  intake,  being  only  0.25% 
of  the  total. 

It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  the  above  total  rejections,  9,200  gallons  or  96%  of  the  total 
9,600  rejections  were  rejected  during  the  months  May  to  September.  This  clearly  emphasises  an 
important  National  requirement,  namely,  water  supplies  for  farms.  The  causes  of  poor  keeping 
quality  in  milk,  necessitating  rejection  to  producer  are  : — 

(1)  — Lack  of  water  supplies  for  cooling  purposes. 

(2)  — Lack  of  water  for  washing  and  sterilising  dairy  utensils  on  the  farm. 

(3)  — Careless  methods  of  production. 

(4)  — Poor  conditions  under  which  some  producers  have  to  produce  milk,  such  as  unsuit- 

able buildings  and  poor  sanitation. 

During  the  year  833,000  gallons  of  milk  were,  at  the  Creamery,  manufactured  into  butter  and 
dried  milk  powder.  This  was  done  mainly  during  the  months  of  April  to  August  when  production 
was  so  high  that  all  milk  could  not  be  absorbed  by  the  liquid  market.  In  this  way  there  was  pro- 
duced at  the  Creamery  over  323,000  lbs.  of  butter,  all  of  which  after  grading  as  of  first  quality, 
was  purchased  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  over  696,000  lbs.  of  dried  milk  powder. 

The  remainder  of  the  milk,  amounting  to  nearly  three  million  gallons  was  treated  and  despatched 
to  the  liquid  market,  mainlv  for  consumption  in  London.  The  pasteurising  plant  was  in  operation 
throughout  the  year  to  supply  pasturised  milk  to  meet  the  local  demand.  A weekly  phosphatase 
test  of  this  milk  was  made  at  the  Pathological  Department  of  the  Cam.borne-Redruth  Hospital,  the 
result  was  invariably  good,  every  sample  shewing  1.5  units  of  phosphatase  or  less.  (Phosphatase 
content  of  pasteurised  milk  must  not  ex«teed  3.5  units). 


(2)  The  Vegetable  Dehydration  Plant  commenced  operations  in  the  middle  Of  October,  1944, 
and  continued  to  dehydrate  cabbage  for  the  remainder  of  the  year,  for  the  Ministry  of  Food.  The 
dehydrated  vegetables  were  despatched  to  the  Services  for  consumption  mainly  in  tropical  and  sub- 
tropical countries. 
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(3)_INSPECTI0N  of  meat  and  other  foods. 

Meat. During  the  year  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered  has  again  shewn  an  increase,  the 

increase  over  the  previous  year  being  1,766  animals.  The  animals  slaughtered  were  : — 

Cattle  ..  ...  ...  4.412 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  9,669 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  4.411 

Swine  ...  ...  ...  32.283 

Total  ...  ...  50,775 

In  addition  to  numerous  parts  of  carcases  the  following  number  of  whole  carcases  were  con- 
demned as  unfit  for  human  consumption,  viz. 

Cow  carcases  ...  ...  ...  315 

Bulls  ...  ...  ...  8 

Steers  and  Heifers  ...  ...  48 

Calves  ...  ...  ...  30 

Pigs  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sheep  ...  ...  ...  16 

Carcases  of  frozen  mutton  ...  ...  28 

'I'he  total  weight  of  meat  condemned  was  108  tons  15  cwt.  85  lbs. 

The  percentage  of  carcases  condemned  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  together  with  the  figures- 
for  the  two  preceeding  years  : — 


Y ear 

Cattle. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Swine. 

1944 

8.38% 

0.31 

0.362% 

0.015% 

1943 

6.35% 

0033% 

0.048% 

0.019% 

1942 

5 -.30% 

0.2% 

0-,53% 

0.18% 

The  percentage  of  cattle  condemned  is  high  in  comparison  with  the  previous  two  years.  This 
is  due  to  the  fact  that  a large  number  df  old  and  emaciated  cows  have  been  sent  in  for  slaughter. 
A considerable  proportion  of  these  animals  were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis. 

Officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  been  approached  with  a view  to  improving  the  facili- 
ties for  meat  inspection  at  the  slaughterhouses.  Although  they  agreed  with  the  various  suggestions 
put  forward  they  pointed  out  many  difficulties  which  would  first  have  to  be  overcome.  The  matter 
is  still  under  review  by  the  Ministry. 


(4) — Public  Abattoir. 

The  Council  have  included  in  their  Post  War  Programme  the  provision  of  a Public  Abattoir. 
This  is  a welcome  step,  but  neither  the  preparation  of  plans,  nor  the  acquisition  of  a site  have  as 
yet  received  attention. 

Nothing  definite  is  known  regarding  that  period  over  which  the  Ministry  of  Food  will  prolong 
their  control  of  the  meat  trade  with  its  centralisation  df  slaughtering.  The  release  of  this  control 
may  well  come  within  the  next  two  years.  Such  a position  makes  it  urgent  that  the  planning  of  an 
abattoir  should  be  j^roceeded  with  immediately  in  order  that  we  should  not  revert  to  the  use  of 
some  one  hundred  privately  owned  and  widely  scattered  slaughterhou.ses.  Many  of  these  slaughter- 
houses are  well  known  to  be  most  unsuitable  both  in  regard  to  position  and  structure.  The  full  con- 
trol of  such  slaughterhouses  widely  distributed  over  a large  area  is,  of  course,  impossible  without 
a large  and  otherwise  unnecessarily  large  staff. 

Other  foods  condemned,  including  bacon,  oats,  fish,  meat,  biscuits,  cheese  and  other  foodstuffs,, 
exceeded  two  and  a half  tons.  Tins  and  packets.-- 1,810.  Most  of  this  condemned  food  was.  never- 
theless, fit  for  feeding  animals  and  was  so  used  either  by  the  Salvage  Department  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food,  or  bv  the  Council  direct. 
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(5) — Food  Premises. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  vear  the  Public  Health  Committee  decided  to  proceed  with  the 
registration  of  Food  Premises  in  accordance  with  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  1938. 

Alterations  to  premises  and  the  provision  of  a constant  supply  of  hot  water,  sinks,  etc.,  were 
required  in  certain  instances  be!fore  the  registrati^n  of  the  premises  could  be  recommended. 

Sixty-one  Food  Premises  were  inspected  and  recorded  during  the  year,  and  thirty  premises 
were  registered  by  the  Counci  1 


SECTION  F.  Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Infectious  and 

other  Diseases. 


No  serious  epidemic  of  any  infectious  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 


The  infectious  diseases  notified  were 

Whooping  cough  ...  ...  63 

Scarlet  fever  ...  ...  ...  54 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  52 

Puerperal  pyrexia  ...  ...  33 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  16 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  15 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  il 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium  ...  ...  ii 

Infective  jaundice  ...  ...  i 


2.56 


The  incidence  of  diphtheria  has  again  declined. 

The  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  in  1941  were  64 

1942  38 

1943  29 

1944  II 

The  eleven  cases  of  diphtheria  notified  included  3 adults  and  6 children.  Of  the  five  adults  two 
were  found  to  be  carriers  only  and  were  themselves  not  suffering  from  the  disease. 


None  of  the  six  children  had  been  immunised.  One  of  them,  aged  .seventeen  months,  died  soon 
after  the  disease  was  discovered  and  before  the  child  could  be  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Another  child,  aged  4 years,  died  shortly  after  admission  to  hospital.  The  other  children,  aged 
respectively  5,  12  and  15  years,  all  recovered. 


Immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  carried  out  regularly  twice  a month,  namely  at  Cam- 
borne Community  Centre  on  the  first  Friday  of  the  month,  and  at  Redruth  in  the  Council  Chamber 
on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month,  at  10  a.m.  in  each  case. 

Two  doses  of  A.P.T.  are  given,  the  first  0.2  cc  and  the  second  0.3  cc,  Subcutaneously. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  311.  Of  these  210  were  under  five 
years  of  age  and  loi  over  five  years. 

It  is  estimated  that  on  December  31,  1944,  of  the  child  population  of  the  area  under  five  years 
of  age  68%  had  been  immunised,  and  of  those  between  3 and  13  years  92%.  However,  the  evi- 
dence upon  which  this  estimate  has  been  made,  one  regretfully  must  confess,  is  extremely  fallacious. 


The  County  Isolation  Hospital. 

Patients  admitted  from  this  area  : — 

Admissions.  Discharged. 
Diphtheria  9 8 

Erysipelas  i i 

Mccs’-.'C  I 1 

Tuberculosis — The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  : 

Males.  Females. 

TI 
I 


Died. 

T 

0 

o 

Total. 

40 

2 


Pulm.onary 

Non-pulmonary 


29 

I 
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APPENDIX 


RAINFALL 

Obserrations  made  at  Trevinoe,  Qwennap  (kindly  supplied  by  0.  H.  B«aucham|),  Esq.) 


Altitude  240  ft.  Lat. 

50°  30  ft.  N. 

# 

Long.  5°  10 

ft.  W. 

Rainfall 

in  inches. 

Year  — 1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

Total  Rainfall  for  the  year 

46.62 

42.91 

41.93 

45.90 

50.46 

45.58 

Mean  monthly  fall  

3.88 

3.57 

3.49 

3.82 

4.20 

3.79 

Wettest  month 

j Nov. 
1 7.12 

Nov. 

8.74 

Feb. 

6.43 

May 

7.60 

Jan. 

9.16 

Nov. 

10.81 

Driest  month 

/ May 

Aug. 

July 

Feb. 

June 

May 

\ 0.33 

0.10 

0.20 

0.16 

0.31 

0.16 

Number  of  Wet  days 

162 

153 

154 

178 

196 

168 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day 

1.56 

1.33 

1.58 

1.32 

1.76 

2.08 

Number  of  Dry  days 

203 

212 

211 

187 

169 

197 

To  Mr.  W.  E,  Shier, 

Chairman  of 

the  Public 

Health 

Committee 

up  to 

January, 

and  to  Mr.  F.  Johns,  Chairman  from  April  to  December,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
wishes  to  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  for  their  ever  friendly  and  helpful  co-operation. 


RENTERS. 

Redruth. 


